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WMU News

Connecting Lives

By Gail Josey
WMU Director

After taking care of business matters, listening to an excellent program, and praying for missionaries
with birthdays and local concerns, the WMU group of 22 ladies participated in a work session. We gathered
individually wrapped snacks during the month for the Police Department, the Fire Department, the Sheriff’s
Department, and the Emergency Medical Service (EMS). Then at the meeting we separated the snacks and
distributed the items among four large boxes. The group was so enthusiastic that there were enough snacks
to fill the four large boxes to the brim. Each of the four boxes was beautifully decorated by Chrystal Brim and
labeled with a symbol of the organization on one side and their prayer on another side. Four different volunteers delivered the snacks to the appropriate organizations. What an impressive display of unity in our group!
Thanks to each one for a job well done.
Even so faith if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, “You have faith and
I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
James 2:17 & 18
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By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor

To say that God has been good to our Highland Park Church Family is an understatement. Sunday, June 30 th,
2019 our church family assembled on the lawn for a special groundbreaking service for our Family Life Center. I remember standing behind the plow as our church family pulled the ropes and turned the first dirt on what is now our
21,000 square foot Family Life Center. Although we officially broke ground at the end of June, we had to wait several weeks for additional permits to be issued before construction could actually begin. The following quote is from
the September 2019 newsletter, “Our Family Life Center is well underway. The rough-in plumbing below grade is
almost complete and will be followed by pouring the concrete footings and slab.”
No one knew within a few months of our groundbreaking celebration that covid-19 would arrive on the scene and drastically alter our lives. For several weeks, I preached to a video camera in an empty auditorium. We held
drive-thru prayer services in the parking lot and drive-in worship services at Veteran’s Park. I still remember horns
blowing and headlights flashing at Veteran’s Park in worship of our God who promised to never leave nor forsake us.
When we came back together for public worship in the sanctuary we were wearing masks, socially distancing and
had no congregational singing.
With the concern of covid-19 lingering among us, the construction on our church campus continued. In a
season of uncertainty, we experienced supply chain issues and a number of unexpected delays. But, through it all,
God remained faithful. He is always faithful! In September 2019 we were preparing to pour concrete and here in
September 2022 not only are we enjoying our beautiful new facility, but also our church family has completely retired the debt! God is amazing! And all that God does through His people is amazing.
Continued on p. 3
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Sunday School News

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

By Dean Combs, Sunday School Director
Hello Highland Park Family! Attendance for the month of August was as follows:
Date

This Year

Last Year

08/07

257

204

08/14

242

232

08/21

267

214

08/28

237

244

TOTAL

1,003

894

Our attendance increased by 12.2% this year. Please continue to invite people to Sunday School to hear God’s
word. It is the most important thing they will ever hear!
God Bless You!
Dean
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YOUR Victory Lap

By Jim Richland, Associate Pastor
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He shall say: “Hear, Israel: Today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be
fainthearted or afraid; do not panic or be terrified by them. For the LORD your God is the
one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”
Deuteronomy 20:3 - 4
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Some days feel like a battle. We fight to keep our heads above water financially. We struggle with depression or a sense of failure. We can’t seem to win a battle against an addiction. We wonder if we will ever
find another job. We wrestle with a troubled relationship. Everyone’s battle is different, but each one of us
has at least one.
Do not be afraid, God tells us. Do not lose heart or panic. After all, we do not fight our battles alone.
“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:31,37).
What defines a win for our battles? Sometimes we think we know the right answer, the best outcome,
the terms of surrender for our “enemy.” We pray only for the outcome we want. But
God may fight the battle very differently than how we anticipated, and His victory may
not look like what we envisioned. But we can be certain that God’s victory is the right
one, and His timing will be perfect.
What battle are you fighting? Give it to God and claim victory! Then move ahead,
without fear, certain that God is by your side. Praise Him for fighting for you, and for
the victory that will certainly come. Claim victory, His victory, and feel His presence
with you throughout this day.
In Christ,
Pastor Jim
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Dean Combs
Chris Cox
Thomas Marsh
R. C. Holland
Clay Marsh
Sherri Spurlin
Mark Vogler
Shirley Brinkley
Grant Caudle
Jeff Hauser
Tammy Joyce
Dave Kimble
Helen Crane
Eddie Radford
Sara Galyean Giuffre
Patsy Hiatt
Michelle (Mickey)
Dalton
Dylan Henderson
Nancy Tilley
Elaine Hauser
Jessica Leek
Terry Hardy
Freddie Chilton
Stacie Combs
Madison Hunsucker
Olivia Lewis
Kini Snow
Mike Burroughs
Mike Hiatt
Karen Morrison
Marty Secrest
Adira Barrett
Roger Haymore
Jamie Hill
Naomi Wood
Jason Chilton
Clark Atkins
Julia Fleshman
Beth Montgomery
John Parsons
Caroline Spurlin
Isaac Riggs
Kaleigh Bethune
Greg Hunsucker
Troy Watson
Ella Glyn Hopkins
Karen Vernon
Danielle Marion
Tessa Stovall
Darrell Tate
Pamela Anthony
Cathryn Lawson
Jessica Oakes
Dylan Cooper (Bledsoe)
Drew Joyce
Craig Lawson
Benny Robinson
Verona Marsh
Phyllis McCraw

Sunday, October 9th we will have a special Celebration Service in our Family
Life Center. We will join together for one joint worship service at the 11:00 hour to
praise and honor God for all He has done. The service will be filled with wonderful
music, a time of recognition and a message from the Word of God. During the worship service, we will officially burn the mortgage and celebrate the debt retirement.
Do not miss this special service! Please invite your friends and family to join
us for a wonderful celebration in the storied history of Highland Park Baptist
Church.
In Paul’s letter to the church of Ephesus he writes, “For this reason I bow on
my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you according to the riches of His
glory to be
strengthened
with might
through His Spirit in the inner
man that Christ
my dwell in your
hearts through
faith that you,
being rooted
and grounded in
love may be able
to comprehend
with all the
saints what is
the width and
the length and the depth and the height- to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the goodness of God. Now to Him who is
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us, to him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever, Amen.”
Blessings,
Pastor Darrell

