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“For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life. For  

God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through  
him might be saved.”  Jn. 3:16 

 
An old pioneer traveled westward across the Great Plains until he came to an abrupt halt at the edge of the 

Grand Canyon.  He was astounded at the sight before him: a vast chasm one mile down, eighteen miles across, and 
more than a hundred miles long!  He gasped, "Something must have happened here!"  

As we approach the Christmas season, we witness the lights, the beautiful decorations, the trees and the 
parades, and one can’t help but say, "Something must have happened here!"   Indeed something did happen. 
Something incredibly wonderful!  “A child is born,” “a son is given,” “The Word became flesh,” “the fullness of the 
Godhead” was wrapped in swaddling cloths, “the Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace” slipped out of the throne room in heaven, and entered this world as a tiny helpless baby in 
Bethlehem’s manger.  God came into our sin-darkened world on the first Christmas morning, bringing light and life 
to all who believe.  Isaiah the prophet said, “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light, they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”   
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By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor 

Something Incredible  Happened Here! 

 

 

 Wake Forest Baptist Health opened in 1923 and WMU groups from NC provided the furnishings. In the 
100 years since, whether projects were large or small, WMU members have been faithful to serve others. Last 
month our WMU members each bought snacks for the Northern Regional Hospital surgery waiting room. We 
also have ongoing ministries of collecting food for Surry Medical Ministries and the Yokefellow Cooperative 
Ministries. 

 One of our members was a prayer leader for the Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer re-
porting and praying for the needs of the people of the Caribbean. Others are working on a 
project for the next meeting. 
 The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering goal for foreign missions is $25,000. Please join 
the congregation in a March to the Altar on December 4th to give your gift to share the gos-
pel. “Whatever you do, do it for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 
 

  
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representatives of WMU with snacks for Northern Regional Hospital surgery waiting room. 
Row 1 Seated: Rita, Elaine, Frances, Michelle, Marsha 

Row 2 Standing: Carla, Becky, Rachel, Glenda, Belinda, Marsha 
 
                   Merry Christmas! 
          Gail Josey 
          WMU Director 
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Church Upcoming Events / Announcements 
 

December 4th - March to the Altar for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

December 4th - Baptism at the 11:00 worship service.  

December 4th - Love Came Down Christmas Celebration Service at 6:00 pm. 

December 11th - Gingerbread Bash 5:30 - 8:00 pm in the Family Life Center. 

December 18th - Adult Choir presents “MAJESTY”, a Christmas musical, at 6:00 pm. 

December 21st and 28th - No Wednesday Night Bible Study or any church activities. 

December 25th - Joint Worship Service at 11:00 am in the Family Life Center. 

Reminder - Wednesday Evening Bible Study will be held in our Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm on December 14th 
to allow our sanctuary to be used for Christmas music rehearsals. 

December 26-28 - Church offices closed for Christmas. 



   

December 
Birthdays 
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1 Chrystal Brim 
 Marlee Shupe 
2 Kimberly Collins 

Addison Nixon 
3 Jay Bolen 
 Carley Bruner 
 Don Cox 
4 Bill Juno 
6 Dot French 
 Joseph Spurlin 
7 Kory Cox 
8 Linda Brindle 
 Gale Hamilton 

Adalie Hiatt 
9   Wade Cruise 
 Samuel Hawks 
 Bryce Wilson 
10 Claude Brinkley 
11  Amy Morrison 

Jay Rosendahl 
13  Corey Bumgardner 

Wanda Dobbins 
 Ruth Handy 
14 Madison Peeples 
 Maxton Peeples 
16  Tim Dowell 
 John Nixon 

Sherri Sexton 
17  Shannon Phipps 
19 Aubree Smith (Love) 
20 Archie Bost 
 Clara Richland 
21  Randy Hicks 

Jonathon Wood 
22  Carson Roberts 
23  Carlene Creed 
      Jimmy Gillespie 
 Samantha Surratt 
24  Twainette Boyles 
 Will Marion 
 Vera Parsons 
25  Ronnie Miller 

Anna Oakes 
26  Amber Burkhart 

Jamie Martin 
 Adison Phipps 
 Casey Utt (Secrest) 
27  Ollie Allen 

Turner Bowman 
 Jenna Richland 
 Manley Stovall, Jr. 
28  Stephen Berrier 
 Harper Collins 

(Bonds) 
 Evan Cooper 
 Kenzi Cox 

Jessica Parsons 
29  Kimberly Hicks 

 Lisa Morgan 
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By Jim Richland,  Associate Pastor 

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 
  

 Evangelical best-selling author Neil T. Anderson has said, “People cannot be-
have in ways that are inconsistent with the way they perceive themselves.”  What 
he means by this is that how we see ourselves will inevitably affect how we live our 
lives.  Unfortunately, we find ourselves at a time in human history where large por-
tions of the population are fundamentally confused about who they are and are 
therefore behaving in increasingly foolish ways.  

One contributing factor to this mass confusion of identity comes from a 
world that tries to force certain labels and identities on us.  This is nothing new; this 
has been going on for nearly all of human history.  Jesus Himself was constantly ex-
periencing the pressure to adopt and conform to the expectations others had for 
Him.  People, even His own family, were regularly trying to redefine who He was 
and what He ought 
to be doing.  Thank-
fully, Jesus ignored 
the voices around 
Him and remained 
true to who His 
Heavenly Father said 
He was. 

Isaiah 9:6 
gives us a good 
snapshot of who Je-
sus really is.  He’s 
Wonderful, Counse-
lor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, and 
the Prince of Peace.  
It is out of this identity that Jesus moves and acts.  Regardless of what’s going on 
around Him or what the world says about Him, He remains focused on who He is 
and His life flows from that.  In the same way, we must remember who God says we 
are and live life from that identity.  Doing this will give us clarity and peace. 

This Christmas season, the world may ignore Christ or just see a baby in a 
manger; but we know who He really is: the King of kings and Lord of lords. Likewise, 
the world may not see much when they look at you, but God sees His son or His 
daughter. Let’s remember to recognize who Christ really is and who we really are in 
Him. 
      Merry Christmas & God Bless, 
      Pastor Jim  

Mistaken Identity  God promised to send a Messiah, One who would deliver 
His people.  He could have easily burst on the scene as a full-grown 
man, a military general or a conquering hero.  In fact, this was 
what many people were looking for, but it wasn't how God did it.    
 God chose the humble surroundings of a cattle stall, the 
narrow confines of a manger and a quiet backdrop free from pomp 
and circumstance to enter this world as a baby.  God incarnate was 
wrapped by the hands, carried in the arms and nursed on the 
breast of a teenage girl from Nazareth.  Something incredible hap-
pened here! Jesus Christ is born!  
 Two thousand years have passed since that first Christmas 
morning, and we continue celebrate his birth, the birth of Jesus 
our sweet Savior and Lord.  The announcement by the angels as 

recorded in Luke’s gospel says, “…fear not for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord.”  God gave His only Son 
to die in our place so that we, in all our brokenness, could know mercy, grace and forgiveness.  Jesus came so we 
could know what love feels like, real love – love that never leaves, love that never disappoints, love that is never 
betrayed.  God sent His Son into a corrupted world to bring us hope. 

As you celebrate the Christmas season, I pray that you will sense the unconditional love of our Savior, the 
warmth of His presence and the beauty of His holiness. 

   God Bless and have a Merry Christmas, 
   Pastor Darrell  

On December 18th at 6:00 pm, make plans 
to join us for our choir's Christmas perfor-
mance of "Majesty," a musical pointing 
our hearts back to the meaning of Christ-
mas and the Majesty of our Savior.  Our 
choir, under the direction of Kelsey 
Mathis, has worked tirelessly to bring you 
this beautiful and meaningful time when 
we can worship the Lord Jesus Christ 
through the gift of song.  Won’t you join 
us for... 

Our March to the Altar for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering is Sunday, 
December 4th.  Our goal this year is 
$25,000.  Please be in prayer about 
what the Lord would have you to 
give.  100% of all donations  will be 
used for the work of our missionaries 
overseas. 

Make plans for your family to join us for our Gingerbread Bash on Sunday, 
December 11th  from 5:30—8:00 in our Family Life Center.  Pease go online 
to our website to register for this event.  This year, we ask that you please 
bring the supplies needed to build your Gingerbread Nativities.  Email  
Kelsey Mathis for the supply list at kelseykmathis@gmail.com. 

Our Brotherhood will be purchasing 
toys and clothing for area children in 
need this Christmas.  We spend $100 
on each child.  If you would be will-
ing to sponsor a child or make a do-
nation of any amount, please ear-
mark your offering to Brotherhood 
Angel Tree.  Thank you! 
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