
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 6:10-12    “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have 
helped his people and continue to help them. We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in 

order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit what has been promised.” 

 
Here we are January 2022!  It’s hard to believe that 2021 has come and gone so quickly but time waits for no 

one.  Just as 2021 was filled with great challenges and great blessings 2022 will no doubt have its share of both.  
Hopefully, and prayerfully covid-19 will fade away and life can get back to a masked free, and social distancing free 
way of life in the months ahead.    

To be the Pastor of Highland Park Baptist Church is indeed a great blessing.  It is a blessing because I sense 
the presence of the Lord in a profound way as I watch our church family work to make Jesus Christ famous around 
the world.  If I have discovered anything over the years as your Pastor it is that Highland Park is a loving, praying and 
giving congregation.  

As a church family we recently filled several hundred Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes that were sent 
around the world to communicate the love of Jesus Christ. We delivered the backpacks collected by our church fam-
ily to the school children at Flat Rock Elementary School to once again share love of Christ.  Our church family gave 
over 10,000.00 dollars to purchase Christmas presents for Angel Tree children here in our community.  And when it 
came time to focus our efforts on supporting International Missions our church family gave over 52,000.00 dollars 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Jesus said, “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."  God takes notice of 
every gift and every giver.  As the writer of Hebrews says, “he will not forget your work and the love you have 
shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.”  

As I write this letter today, we are gearing up for our Mission Trip to Mardi Gras in New Orleans La. in Febru-
ary.  Please faithfully pray for our team members as we share the good news of the gospel.  Our team will consist 
of: Allen Creed, Steve Fussell, Buffy Fussell, Terry Hardy, Marcy Mills, Jeff Nixon, John Nixon, David O’neal, Chris 
O’neal, Mark Rogers, Kathy Simpson, Darrell Tate, Tina Tate, Brian Tindall, Carla Tindall, Gay Riggins, Sylvia Gentry 
and Jacob Surratt.  Each of these men and women will be taking time and energy away from their regular work 
schedules to fly to New Orleans and participate in mission work to advance the Kingdom of God.  Please pray that 
God will use our mission team to lead others to faith in Jesus Christ.   
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“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”              Phil 4:4 

 
 The Student Youth Ministries team has been super busy over the past few months. We 
have enjoyed growing in spirit and love as we learn together, pray together, go caroling, 
socialize and dine at Dairi-O, party at the Riggs’ house, participate in a progressive dinner at the 
Martin, Fussell, and Tate homes and minister to residents at a local rest home by playing 
multiple games of Bingo.   
 A gentle reminder…keep filling those jars up with change as we prepare for summer 
camp.  And as always, we appreciate your continued support and prayers!   
 
         In His grip, 
         Ann Riggs   
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That’s why, if you’re serious about making some progress in that important area of 
your life, I encourage you to join us in Celebrate Recovery on January 5th at 6:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is not a recovery group for alcoholics and drug users. This is a safe and 
supportive group of people who have various habits they want to overcome; past hurts that 
they want to heal from and move past; and areas of their life that they would like to 
experience growth in. 

God never intended us to live the Christian life in isolation and that is why Celebrate 
Recovery has become a refuge for many as well as a catalyst for growth and maturity. We 
hope that you’ll join us as we start a new session through the life-changing principles found in 
God’s Word and lean on one another through life’s challenges. 

 

Happy New Year & God bless! 
Pastor Jim 

Youth Student Ministries  

JANUARY 
Birthdays 

 It’s a new year which, for many people, is symbolic of new beginnings and a fresh start. Over half of Americans will make a 
new year’s resolution to be better versions of themselves this year. Most of those resolutions will have something to do with be-
ing healthier. Unfortunately, only half of those commitments will still be pursued six months later. 

I don’t point this out to discourage anyone from trying to be better. In fact, we should all seek to be the best we can be 
each and every day. I bring this up because we all have areas we know we need to overcome and improve, but we also know how 
difficult that can be. After all, if it were easy we would have already done it.  

Now, let me be clear; I don’t think that God’s main focus is how to make you happy, healthy and financially prosperous. 
However, I do think that God does want us to enjoy life and the blessings He gives. I believe He does want us to be healthy and 
good stewards of our bodies as well as the finances He’s entrusted to us. To neglect any of these things will hinder us from being 
available for God to use us in various ways for His mission and glory. 

So, what is that one “thing” in your life that if you were to focus on it this year it would have a dramatic impact on your 
life and what God can do through you? For some of you it might be a relationship that you know you need to end. Perhaps it’s 
dragging you away from God or it’s simply toxic and abusive. Or maybe it’s a relationship you need to reconcile and redeem. May-
be you need to get your finances under control because your debt has consumed you with worry and hampered your ability to 
give as God would have you. Whatever it is, I hope you will give that “one thing” to God this year. 

But what about all of those broken new year’s resolutions six months out? Well, let me share an important verse and a 
practical step I think can make all the difference in the world. Most people believe that King Solomon, the wisest man to have ever 
lived (aside from Jesus Christ) wrote the book of Ecclesiastes. If we’re wanting to make some progress on these important areas of 
our lives it might be wise to seek advice from one of the wisest men ever to have lived. 

In Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 he writes: “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up. Again, if two lie down 
together, they will keep warm; but how can one be warm alone? Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand 
him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 

The point that Solomon is making is that there is safety and success in a community of like minded individuals who are 
working toward the same goal. If you are trying to be better this year all by yourself you are more likely to fail. But if you partner 
with other people who will encourage, support and hold you accountable; there’s no limit to what you can accomplish! 

 
 

By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor 

What we do for Christ today is like planting a seed that will come to harvest tomorrow. If there is no sowing there will be 
no harvest.     The story is told about Peter ten Boom who was the cousin of Corrie ten Boom.  If you are not familiar with Corrie 
ten Boom- her family was instrumental in saving the lives of Jews during the holocaust in World War II.  At the age of sixteen, Pe-
ter defied the Germans by playing the Dutch national anthem in their church and the entire congregation stood up and sang.  For 
this act of defiance, Peter was imprisoned.  After World War II, Peter traveled the world with the same message as his aunt, Cor-
rie ten Boom.  During his speaking tour in Israel, Peter had a heart attack and needed surgery.  The night before the operation, 
the cardiologist asked Peter, “Are you by chance related to the ten Booms of Holland?” Peter replied, “Yes, that’s my family!” The 
doctor responded, “I’m one of the babies that your family saved!”  The next day the man whose life had been saved forty years 
earlier, repaid the debt by saving Peter’s life.   

Keep sowing the seeds of Christ through the New Year and it will guarantee a great harvest in the years to come.  I look 
forward to watching the growth in 2022 of the seeds we planted in 2021.   
            God Bless, 

Pastor Darrell  
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