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WMU News
By Gail Josey, WMU Director

The Surry Baptist Association newsletter from August announced the WMU Fall Gathering, which is
sponsored by the WMU Council of SBA for all WMU members in the association. Since HPBC has an appropriate facility to host a meal and meeting, our WMU ladies volunteered to host the event. The WMU Council
prepared chili, cornbread, salad, and desserts, while our group made arrangements for security, setting up the
tables, decorating, securing microphones, serving, and providing cleanup. Eleven of our WMU ladies worked
faithfully in the kitchen for four hours on September 26th. What a blessing it was for each of us to participate
and ease the work of the Council!
“…doing the will of God from the
heart. With good will render service, as to
the Lord, and not to men, …”
Ephesians 6: 6 & 7
“Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made
complete, be comforted, be like-minded,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace
will be with you.”
2 Corinthians 13:11
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Church Upcoming Events / Announcements
November 6th - Daylight Savings Time ends! Remember to set your clocks back an hour on Saturday, November 5th before going to bed.
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Thankful for the Goodness of God
Isaiah 12
By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor

th

November 6 - Veteran’s Recognition Service at both services.
November 6th - Last day to bring in your time capsules to be buried at the Bell Tower.
November 6th - Holy Land Trip Meeting at 6:00 pm here at the church.
November 13th - Gideon Sunday at Highland Park with guest speaker Elliott Osowitt sharing his personal testimony at both services.
November 20th - Baby Dedication Service at both worship services.
November 20th - Samaritan’s Purse
H iOperation
g h l a nChristmas
d P aChild
r k Shoebox
B a p Dedication
t i s t C Day
h uatrHighland
c h Park.
Bring your filled shoeboxes!

1 3 2 7 G r o v e L a n e , M o u n t A i r y, N C 2 7 0 3 0
Phone: 336-786-4275

November 20th - Thanksgiving Meal at 5 pm in
Family Life Center with service to follow at 6:00 pm.
highlandparkfamily@gmail.com
www.highlandparkfamily.com

When Isaiah the Prophet writes the book of Isaiah, he passionately warns the Jewish people that their willful
disobedience toward God would bring a national crisis. Boy, did it ever come! Trouble came in the form of Nebuchadnezzar and his army from Babylon. Jerusalem was destroyed, many of the Jews were taken captive, and a seventy-year period known as the Babylonian Captivity began. Isaiah writes, “In that day you will say: I will
praise you, Lord. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. In that day, you will say:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that
his name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout
aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
Although trouble and difficulty would fall upon the nation of Israel, God in His grace and mercy used the difficulty to turn the hearts of the people back to Him. Isaiah wrote about a day that called for great thanksgiving and
praise, in which he expresses three tangible responses to the Goodness of God.
Continued on p. 3
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1. The Goodness of God Prompts a Spirit of Praise

Thankfulness and Gratitude
1

By Jim Richland, Associate Pastor
2

From an early age we are taught to say, “Thank you” to others and show our
gratitude when others do something nice for us. I can remember, as a child, unwrapping a Christmas present from my grandmother. I tore into the package with
wrapping paper flying all around me only to be left holding up a pair of wool socks.
Remembering to be thankful no matter what, I quickly mustered up a smile and
thanked my grandmother before tearing into the next gift that looked like it might
contain a toy.
Thankfulness and gratitude is such an important trait to learn. Even in my
example as a child, I may not have wanted the socks, but it was important for my
character to communicate my appreciation for my precious grandmother and her
efforts to show her love for me.
It reminds me that we don’t always love the gifts that God sends our way.
Oftentimes we experience roadblocks, hardships, and disappointments. These are
usually not things we want or things that we feel grateful for, but they are oftentimes things God uses to teach us important lessons and to slow us down when
we’re either getting ahead of Him or venturing off course. In those moments, it’s
important to remember that our gratitude (especially when it’s difficult to feel
grateful) is good for our character and guards our hearts from becoming bitter. It’s
also important because it forces us to do what I learned as a small child; to focus on
the heart of the gift giver instead of the gift itself.
Sometimes God gives…and sometimes He takes away. Sometimes what He
gives is obviously a blessing…and sometimes the blessing is hard to see. Regardless,
we know that our Heavenly Father only gives good to His children. We walk by faith
when we thank Him regardless of what comes our way. Perhaps this is what the
apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote,
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Romans 8:28
This Thanksgiving season, regardless of where you find yourself or what
you’re going through, I hope you will trust in the heart of your Father and give Him
thanks.
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In Christ,
Pastor Jim
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Zoe Bost
Jodi Hamlin
Donnie Parsons
Amelia Chilton
Anderson Mathis
Deidre Rogers
Madilyn Sexton (Busby)
Kate Wilkins
Allison Wise
Matthew Burke
Patricia Parsons
Hunter Lowry
Debbie Parsons
Casey Surratt
Doug Arrington
Jason Doss
Terry Childress
Kali Hawks
Donna Hiatt
Jeff Nixon
Chad Phipps
Blakely Chilton
Janet McPeak
Robbie Roberts
Robin Crump
Don Lynch
Mark Soots
Ginger Collins
Don Henderson
Meika Jensen
Tina Tate
Carolyn Weddle
Cassie Roberts
Donna Smrdel
Karen Wise
Ethan Edwards (Snow)
Randy Gentry
Tim Fulk
Jackie Hamilton
Monty Vernon
Blaze Atkins
John Claxton
Jim Richland
Joyce Caudle
Sarah Chilton
Trey Handy
Jimmie Creed
Mark Fleshman
Kim Holder
Logan Hutchens
Frank Reynolds
Debi Kristensen
Teresa Montgomery
Lily O’Neal
Madalyn Joyce
Bradley Parsons
Donna Brannock
Pat Rosendahl
Jessica Allen
Madia Atkins
Jim Collins
Yvonne Nichols
Isaac Phipps
Martin Weed
Mitzi Berrier
David O’Neal
Silas Oakes
Chandler Pharr
Janet Sutphin
Adam Tilley

The word Praise literally means, “to hold out the hand.” It is bringing empty
hands to God, watch Him fill them with blessings, and responding to His benefits
with a thankful spirit. The Bible says, “the Lord inhabits the praise of his people.”
We praise God, whose righteous anger was poured out on His own Son, Jesus
Christ, at the cross of Calvary. Dying like a common criminal, Jesus bore in His body
the sin of the world. From Calvary, the cry rang throughout Jerusalem, “It is finished!” and the righteous anger of God has been satisfied. C.S. Lewis once said
about praise, “I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not
merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation.
To praise God fully we must suppose ourselves to be in perfect love with God,
drowned in, dissolved by that delight which, far from remaining pent up within ourselves as incommunicable bliss, flows out from us incessantly again in effortless and
perfect expression. Our joy is no more separable from the praise in which it liberates and utters itself than the brightness a mirror receives is separable from the
brightness it sheds.”

2. The Goodness of God Prompts a Spirit of Prayer
To call upon the name of the Lord is to pray. A tale is told about a small
town that had historically been "dry," but then a local businessman decided to build
a tavern. A group of Christians from a local church were concerned and planned an
all-night prayer meeting to ask God to intervene. It just so happened that shortly
thereafter, lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground. The owner of the
bar sued the church, claiming that the prayers of the congregation were responsible, but the church hired a lawyer to argue in court that they were not responsible.
The presiding judge, after his initial review of the case, stated that "no matter how
this case comes out, one thing is clear. The tavern owner believes in prayer and the
Christians do not." As Christians, we not only preach and sing and read about prayer, but we pray. We call on the name of the Lord.

3. The Goodness of God Prompts a Spirit of Proclamation
Isaiah instructs Israel, as Jesus instructed the church in the Great Commission, to “make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his
name is exalted.” Through the spoken word and through song, the scripture says
we are to proclaim to the world the Goodness of God. Psalm 92:1 says, "It is good
to praise the Lord and make music to His name to proclaim His love in the morning
and his faithfulness at night."
Vance Havner said, "We grow up taking things for granted and saving our
flowers for the dead. All along the way, countless hands minister to our good, but
rarely do we acknowledge them." Well, Thanksgiving is the act of recognizing the
Goodness of God and acknowledging the many blessings He has bestowed upon us.
As we approach the Thanksgiving season, reflect on the Goodness of God. Praise
Him! Pray to Him! And, Proclaim His marvelous grace to the world!

Happy Thanksgiving,
Pastor Darrell

